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weakness, thinking that death is near, and hopeful that
heavenly rewards will follow their passing away in a
sacred place, accept gladly the suggestion that they
shall leave their home; but others, when they see the
preparations for their removal, vainly entreat to be
allowed to remain in peace and quietness. And when
they hear that their friends consider the time for their
removal has come, though hitherto they have cherished
the hope of recovery, they give themselves up to death.

Once I saw what seemed nothing less than murder,
though it was, and still is, a common occurrence.
Returning to my boat late at night, I found that a poor
old woman was being hurried into eternity by her
friends. She had been brought to the river side, and
was up to her waist in the cold water, whilst other
women were filling her mouth with mud. She died as
I stood there, and it was hard to believe that these
people felt that they were acting kindly towards this
poor woman. Who knows whether in her case, as in
thousands of others, proper care might not have prolonged
her days ?

This treatment of the sick is not only cruel, but
destructive to human life. In one of the essays referred
to, the" writer, having spoken of the evil effect on the
spirits of the sick, when, by the actions of their friends
in removing them, they are told that all hope of their
recovery is given up ; of the painful effects of the shaking
as they are being carried ; of the injury they receive
from exposure to the sun, rain, or cold on their way to
the ghat, and of the evil effect of inhaling the vitiated
air from the proximity of these ghats to the places where
the dead bodies are burned, says, " causes which singly
would make anyone sick, and combined would kill him,
what is there to prevent the conclusion being drawn that